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THE SWEET 
D R E A M, Oc. 


N t Compoſure of Mind I went to- 
1 5! quod the Reſt of my Mind qu_y 
brought my Booy to ſleep. | I dreamed, 
M and methought I ſaw with a glimmer- 
ing, confuſed and twi-light, a vaſt Number of ſhi- 
ning Perſons ſurrounding a poor Cottage of Clay, 
as if they were a Guard to ſome grand Perſon that 
lay there concealed. 

While I was muſing what this ſhould mean, one 
of them with ſhining Wings, like a Stream of 
Light and Glory from the Fountain and Source of 
all Light and Glory, flew ſwiftly to me, and ſo 
touched mine inward Eye, that, as Eh/ba's Ser- 
vant, mine Eyes were illuminated and divinelyß 
opened, and I ſaw them more clearly, diſtinctly, 
and fully; and then knew them to be Angels, and 
that he who flew to me was one. However I aſk- 
ed him, Who all that Multitude was ? He readily 

| anſwered, They were the Armies of the Lord of 
_ Hoſts, the innumerable Company of Angels, our 
Fellow-Citizens of Mount-Zion; who are appoint- 
ed, by our Captain, continually to attend upon, 
and miniſter to his Bride in Life and in Death, and 
are ever preſent with every holy Soul, as the holy 
Place on Mownt-Zion, 
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attending the Saints, and were ever preſent with 
us, 0 we could not ſee them, and have more 
Converſe with them ?- 

Anſ. He anſwered, We are inviſible; not that 
we are at a Diſtance, and remote from you; for 
we are with you at all Times, and in all Places. 
He farther ſaid, We are ſaviſble ; not that we are 
of a dark and obſcure Subſtance ; but, as you well 


know, (ſaith he) of ſo refined a Subſtance, that we 
tranſcend the Capacities of your corporal Sight and 
Senſe; but can become viſible to you, according 
to the Appointment of God: When your Eyes are 
by that Appearance of us divinely opened, and our 
Attendance is ſo much the more truly, intimately, 
- univerſally preſent in a real ſubſtantial Glory, by 


how much more it is ſpiritual and inviſible to mor- 


tal Eyed. Uo ogg oo alu apy; 1 5100 
2. T aſked him, What the Meaning was of that 
_ vaſt Number of bright Ones ſurrounding that poor 
( Cottage. 4 FJ 


A. He faid, They attended a glorious Perſon that 
lay veiled-in that earthly Tabernacle, and they were 
Angels'of Power, fent forth from the God of Love 


to that Purpoſe. G6 LE He | 
---I faid, This was great Love in them, to leave 


their Glory Above, to attend thoſe here Below. 


A. He told me, I was miſtaken; they left no 


Glory, while they were doing the Will of him 
that ſent them, He went on and ſaid, However 
we be diſtinguiſhed in our Offices and Operations, 


yet we are not divided in Place, nor ever removed 


from the Preſence of God, or from the Sight of his 
Face; in the Light of which, after a ſpiritual and 


divine Manner, we adminiſter the Affairs of the 


whole 


— —— 


5 M E ] r 
ty whole Creation, Without Change of Place, or df - 
th divine Objects, or of our Enioyments : But in all 
De our Miniſtry. (as, you are already inſtructed) we 

$ continually behold the Face of your Father in Hea- 
laat ven. He went on and ſaid, ,You may readily un- 
for derſtand this, if you will conſider what is ſaid of 
es. the Children of Light, that their Works are all 
Ire wrought in God, in his Spirit, in his Preſence, in 
ell the Light of his Face; and he is never fo abſent 
ye from you, but he is al ways alſo preſent, and you do 


nd not queſtion his Omnipreſence becauſe you do not 
Ig ſee him: Thus all the Operations of you Saints, 
re and of us Angels, are an immediate Communion 
ur with God, and Fruition of him. | 
Ys 2. I then aſked him, What their preſent Mini- 
by 3 firy was at that Cottage of Clay ? 244 | 
r- A. He anſwered, FT hey came to fetch the Shy- 
lamite home. 3 
at . I aſked him, Who the Shulamite was? 


or A. He anſwered, I knew already; your 
| hath told you, faith he. I told him, I believe I do 
at know, although I find her Name but once in the 
re Bible; yet from a plain Connection, and from the 
e Signification of her Name in the Hebrew Language, 
II ind her to be the Feminine to King Som, the 
76 She - Salmon, his Image and Glory; as the Wife is 
called the Image and Glory of the Man: I under- 
o ſtand alſo that the Salamon here below was a Figure of 
m the true Salomon above, of Chriſt in his Kingdom 
er and Glory, as David was of Chriſt in his Suffer- 
s, & gs. I went on and ſaid, According to my Know- 
d ledge of the Name Solomon, it ſignifies Peace and 
is Perfection. Jesvs CRRISsT, ſaid I, the true Solo- 
d mon, is the King 2 divine Peffettion and Peace, at 
e & t@therigh Hand Gd; and being a compleat F igre 
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then we take her up. | 


[61] 


of his naman and divine Perſon ; in which, as 
a 


in a living Glaſs of pure Light, he with Joy ſees 
and enjoys himſelf. f 

A. He ſaid, I had ſpoken right; and he had of- 
ten heard me do ſo. 

. I aſked him, When? 

Have you forgot (ſaith he) how oft you have 
ſaid, We Angels come to School to the Aſſemblies 
of the Saints on Earth, to know, by the Church, 
the manifold Wiſdom of God? He went on and 
ſaid, This Shulamite was the Bride the Lamb's Wife, 
that came down out of Heaven with her heavenly 
Bridegroom ready trimmed and dreſſed ; and they 


were come to convey her thither again. Whilſt ſhe 
lives on Earth (faith he) her Beauties are hid be- 


neath a Veil of Fleſh: But that which you call her 
Death is the caſting off her Veil, that ſhe may ſhine * 
forth as the Sun with too pure and too high a Glo- 
ry to be any more viſible to the Eyes of the Fleſh ; 
but is, by that Glory, heightened out of Sight. 

By this Time I found my Angel fo eaſy to me, 


that I became familiar with him. And 


O: I aſked him, From whence they carried the 
Shulamite ; where they took her up ; what was the 
Term and Bound from whence they carried her, 
whether they took her up in the Air, or where? 

A. He told me, It was this earthly Body was the 


Term from whence they took her. That all their 
Attendance was concomitant to her Death; her 


heavenly Bridegroom having firſt come flying down 
to her upon the Angel's Wings of Love and Glory; 


. and, by a Kiſs of money Love, drawn forth and 
received into himſelf her 


pirit, whilſt ſhe, acted by 
the ſame Power in the ſame Moment, by an hea- 
venly Kiſs, breathed forth herſelf entirely into him, 


9. 1 


Paint into another Sun, as an entire and full Image 


- 


1 
„ ae 

©. I aſked him, Whither they conveyed her? 

A. He anſwered, Into the Boſom of her heaven- 
Y Bridegroom, and into the Boſom of his and her 

ather. | ' 
. I aſked him, In what Manner they carried 
her 

A. You know (faith he) already too much to 
aſk me in what diſtant Space of Time, through 
what diſtant Space or Way, and after what Manner 
we carry the Saints into the Boſom of God. You mult 
not here imagine any corporeal Figure, any Diſtance 
or Diviſion of Time, Place or Parts, which all be- 
long to Things natural and viſible. The Death of 
a Saint is a divine Myſtery in the Spirit ; and in E- 
ternity all Things concerning it are to be underſtood 
according to the Manner and Nature of bleſſed Spi- 
rits in Eternity. The Change of a Saint at Death 
is not ſucceſſive in Parts, but univerſally, all at once, 
in an Inſtant, without any Diſtance or Diviſion of 
Parts, although there be Diſtinction in Forms of 
Things, and Degrees in the Brightneſs of Glory, 
with which theſe Forms appear. If I ſhould fur- 
ther tell you, how we carry the Shulamite up, you 
could not conceive it, nor is it poſſible you ſhould, 
till we come to fetch you. But he went on and 
ſaid, We are called Powers and Virtues ; we are all 


as ſo many Beams ſent forth from your and our 
Sun, your and our Lord. The greateſt and moſt 


_ glorious Angel is as the Shining-forth of Chriſt ſin- 


3h in ſome one of his divine Powers, Virtues, and 
eauties: But when a Saint dies Jeſus Chriſt rides 
forth openly into the Boſom of a Saint in all his ho- 
122 in all his divine Powers, Virtues, and 
Beauties as a Sun with all it's Beams, forming the 


of 
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7 of) —_ anſwerin og hin as exactly as Face does 
Bs a Glaß. Now all the A of God at · 
— the Saint as having the Image of Chriſt com- 
pleated in him, as being the Fellow - Heir of Chriſt 
in the Kingdom and Glory of God, as the Siſter- 

Spouſe of Chrift on her ge Coronation-Day y. 
Thus glorious is a dyi Saint; her Glory is the 

Glory, not as of one Auge alone, but 'of all the 

Angels of God at once, and together in one, and 

jet we deliver her up into a greater Glory. You 

the Glory of Heaven at a Diftance, and fo the 
paſſing mto this Glory, through Death, ſeems dark 
eadful to you. But how pleaſantly are you 
deceived to find every Step of Wonder, Light and 

Glory; to find all the Way out of this earthly 

Image, from the firft Step of it throughout, is the 

fwift and ſhining Boſom of Cherubims and Sera- 

phims, Angels of glorious Light, Angels of Pow- 
er, in every Step, even in your firſt Step your End 
meets yon, the ent of all your De- 
fires, the err of him whom your Souls love, and 
of 2 5 our Father opens itſelf to you. 
ed him then, If he could heal me of my 

1 5 en 3 

A. He told me, It was not in his Commiſſion to 
do it; but the Word which ſent him would come 
and do} it himſelf, in the right Seaſon, and do every 

886 that was beſt for me. | 

.. I aſked him about my Removal? 
He ſaid, He knew not, nor any other Angel 

Li it ; but he bid me to watch and pray, to at- 
tend to the Diſcipline I was then under, and go on 
in my Miniſtry to exalt the Perſon of Chriſt as the 
One and the ALL, as (ſaith he) you have done, 
and to finiſh my Teſtimony, that 1 might be in 


- 
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a Readineſs when they came to fetch me. 

9. I then aſked him his Name; or whether he 
had any Relation to me, according to our Notions ; 
whether he was my Guardian-Angel ? 

A. He anſwered me with Silence ; but ſaid, He 
was careful of me, and was one amongſt his Fel- 
low-Angels that attended the Bridegroom and his 
Bride; and they deſired to look into that wonderful 
Myſtery, which is the great Deſign of the God- 
head from Eternity to Eternity, thro' all Things; 
in which (faith he) God opens all the Varieties and 
beautiful Contrivances of his manifold Wiſdom ; 
and in which the Godhead pours out all the Trea- 
ſures of his Goodneſs, Power and Glory. We all 
watch ( faith he) to ſee how the Myſtery of all 
Things in this Marriage-Union opens itſelf in you 
here below. You are told, you are a Spectacle to 
Men and Angels; you act your Parts as on a The- 
atre before Men and Angels. Be careful then in 
acting this high Part of Love between Jeſus Chriſt 
and yourſelf. You are ſet on a Theatre of angeli- 
cal Spirits, who watch to ſee you do your Part, and 
while you keep your Purity and Chaſlity to the Per- 


? 


* ſon of Chriſt, we ſhout for Joy ; but when you fail, 


and ſuffer your Beauty, your Purity, to be ſtained, 
we are caſt down with Grief: So nearly are we all, 
and I in particular, related unto you. 

Upon this he left me, and touched mine Eye a- 
gain, and bid me look ſtedfaſtly and I ſhould ſee the 
Shulamite aſcend, which I did, and it was ſuch a 
divine Spectacle as ſurmounts all Expectations, 


Thoughts, and Deſires, and tranſcends all De- 
3 lights. 


I aw, with the Veil caſt off, with open Face, 
I faw all the Angels - God in their proper Forms 
f 
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of Glory, as they encompaſs the Throne of God, 
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deſcending in the Form of a flaming Chariot, taking 
her up, and carrying her on High to the Throne 
of God. I ſa her transformed in a flaming Cha- 
riot, compoſed of all the holy Angels in their fla- | 
ming Glories. I ſaw her, according to the Deſcrip- 
tion of her in the Canticles, as it were, the Company 
of two Armies, which are all the Angels of God 
filling all the whole Heaven and Earth: Theſe © 
all, with their diſtin& and full Glories, meet in one 
in the Pcrſon of the Shulamite, making her indeed 
the Queen of Perfections; while all theſe Glories 
unite themſelves in her into one divine Form of hea- 
veniy Beauties, and the Queen of Peace, while ſhe ; 
is ſecure from all her Enemies, by two ſuch Ar- 
mies ; for ſhe had Such to paſs 4 I ſaw 7 
her Jeſus, her Solomon, in Glory, and herſelf, his 
dear Shulamite, his Siſter and Spouſe, the perfect 
Counterpart of his Perſon and Glory, aſcending to- 
gether in this Chariot. I ſaw God himſelf, in his 
moſt proper and perfect Form of Love, the Father, 
Chriſt, the Spirit, in their eſſential and eternal 
Beauties and Sweetneſſes, unfolding and ſpreading 
themſelves as rich Banners on a Triumphant-Day 
over all. 


Thus I ſaw her paſſing out of the Viſibility of the 


Fleſh, into the inviſible Glories of the Spirit, and 


my Joy was ſo great, it awaked me; and my 
Dream ended. : 


[mn] 
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The Motto of the SHULAMITE. 


OU fay my Face is black and foul, tis true 

I'm beauteous to my Love, tho' black to you; 

My Cenſure ſtands not upon your Eſteem, 

He ſees me as J am, you as I ſeem. 

ced My Lord behind his Back my Sins has hurl'd; 
He'll ave my Soul, or ſink a ſolid World. 


ries 

ea- * 

ſhe 8 H, . 

"13 appy Frailty, 
ſaw : 

his I. 

fect OW meanly dwells th' immortal Mind, 
to- How vile theſe Bodies are; 
his Why was a Clod of Earth deſign'd 
her, ' incloſe a heav'nly Star? 

rnal IT. 


ling Weak Cottage where our Souls reſide, 
Day 3 This Fleſh a tott'ring Wall ; 
With frightful Breaches, gaping wide, 

'the The Building bends to fall, 
and III. 
my All round it Storms of Troubles blow, 

And Waves of Sorrow roll, 

Cold Waves and Winter Storms beat thro? 

And pain the Tenant Soul. 

* IV. 

Alas! how frail our State, ſaid I, 
he And thus went mourning on, 

3 Till ſudden, from the cleaving Sky, 

A Glam of ys ſhone, 


- — _ 
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My Soul all felt the Glory come, 
And breath'd her native Air; 
Then ſhe remember'd Heay'n her Home, 
And ſhe a Pris'ner here. 
VI. 
Strait ſhe began to change her Key, 
And, joyful in her Pains, | 
She ſung the Frailty of her Clay 
In pleaſurable Strains. 
VII. 
How weak's the Priſon where I dwell, 
Fleſh but a tott'ring Wall ; 
The Breaches chearſully foretel 
The Houſe muſt ſhortly fall. 
VIII. 
No more, my Friends, ſhall I complain, 
Tho' all my Heart-Strings ach, 
Welcome Diſeaſe and ev'ry Pain 
That makes this Cottage ſhake, 
IX. | 
Now let the Tempeſts blow all round, 
Now ſwell the Surges high, 
And beat this Houſe of Bondage down, 
To let the Stranger fly. 


J have a Manſion built Above, 
By the eternal Hand ; | 
And ſhoyld the Earth's old Baſis move, 
This heav'nly Houſe muſt ſtand. 
XI. 
Yes, for 'tis there my Saviour reigns, 
(I long to ſee the God ;) 
And his immortal Strength ſuſtains 
The Souls that coſt him Blood. 
BH: XII. Hark } 


r 00d FORE: he — 


rk } 
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XII. 


Hark ! from on high my Saviour calls, 
I come, my Lord, my Love: 


Devotion breaks the Priſon- Walls, 
And ſpeeds my laſt Remove. 


Looking for Chriff's Preſence, and 
waiting for Glory, 


I. 
N vain the duſky Night retires, 
I And Hen Shadows f. ; U Wor 
In vain the Morn with purple Light 
Adorns the eaſtern K . 
In vain the gaudy riſing Sun 
The wide Horizon gilds, * 
Comes glitt'ring o'er the ſilver 8 
And chears the dewy Fields. 
n. 
In vain diſpenſing vernal Sweets, 
The Morning Breezes play; 
In vain the Birds, with chearful Songs, 
Salute the new-born Day. 
IV. 
In vain, unleſs my Saviour's Face 
Theſe gloomy Clouds controul 
And diſſipate theſe ſullen Shades 
That preſs my drooping Soul. 


O viſit then thy Servant, Lord, 


With Favour from on High ; 
Ariſe my bright immortal Sun |! 
And all theſe Shades will die, VI, When 


( 14 ] 
: VL 
When, when fhall I behold thy Face 
All radiant and ſerene, 
Without theſe envious duſky Clouds 
That make a Veil between. 
| VII. 
When ſhall that long- expected Day 
Of ſacred V ton be, 
When my impatient Soul ſhall make 
A near Approach to thee. 


An Epitaph written at the Death 
of that worthy Gentlewoman 
Mes. ELIZABETH WILKINSON, 


Dr. Reynolds, 


2 N while, dear Conſort, I was leas'd to thee, 
*— W-ife now to Chriſt for Perpetuity : | 
mc, Sr thee was ſweet, with him far beſt, 
In 
Tuwrought, I ſuffer'd much in a few Years, 
L-ife now rewards my Work, wipes off my Tears; 


9 7 are all turn'd to Songs, all Tears to Wine, 


-ing's Favour crowns my Heart, what ſhould 
rieve thine ? 
Ire we not both of the ſame Houſhold ſtill ? 
Tat the Banquet, and thou at the Mill; 
B-oth Fellow-Servants: I my Penſion now ; 
N-ext thine, work on, the Feaſt ſucceeds thePlow; 
E-ach of us yet in Hopes, my Duſt to win 
S-alvation trom the Grave, thy Soul from Sin. 
| "ff T-hings 


82 
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arth Joys mixt with Pain, in him all Reſt. 


1 
T-hings worth the waiting for; Chriſt comes to ſave; 
O-mourn no more, but write this on my Grave: 
H-ere lies Mother and Babe,* both without Sins, 
N-ext Birth will make her and her Infant Twins. 


Thus interwoven were our Names till Death, 
Left Wilkinſon without Elizabeth. 

We'll join again, was Man and Wife before, 
*T will then be Fellow-Saints for evermore. 


* Her Child was buried with her. 
h 
Fl | 
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Written to Mrs. M. IV. 


Dear Madam, 

' i your Joy I rejoice, and in all your Sorrows I 

can truly ſay I ſympathize with you. But more 
eſpecially your dear Lord, your royal and conſtant 
Conſort, Friend, and Lover, is afflicted in all your 
Afflictions, who did not begin to love you Veſter- 
day, but has loved you with an everlaſting Love, 
with a particular, diſtinguiſhing, and perfect Love, 
with a kind, unchangeable and paternal Love. 
Therefore if Father and Mother forſake, and the 
neareſt and deareſt Friends ſhould be changed into 
Rocks of Marble, his Heart is ſtill made up of Ten- 
derneſs and Generoſity; and he ſtill in Love's Lan- 
guage ſays, All that I have is thine: Though, to 
make thee more bright for the Enjoyment of myſelf, 
and for my own Heart's Delight, / have choſen 
thee in the Furnace of Affliction. Be not diſcoura- 
ged, dear Madam; if you go through the Fire, 
he'll be with you; if you are daſhed and ducked in 
the Surges, you can't be drowned. O, bleſſed be 
God, there's ne'er another ſuch a Sea of Fire and WW 
Glaſs for us to fail through. And we are alſo taught i 
to know, that as this is a Land of complex Anxie- 


ties, ſo it is polluted, and is not our Reſt, O * 
E 


0 
* 
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121 
be it then, that * of the Seed Royal ſhould ſtoop 
ſo much beneath themſelves as to look, or ſo much 
as hope for Reſt, or durable Love in any of the 
Creatures: Creature-Love is a weak Thing, it is 
ſoon conquer'd, it is ſoon out-aſk'd : But the Love 
of the bleſſed Bridegroom of your Soul is — 
than any 4 you can taſk it with, It was, and is 
ſtronger than Death : Your Beloved died of Love for 
you, and roſe again by his own Almighty Power, and 
comes and tells you of this, and of all his Love 
that. couched in his Heart from all Eternity towards 
you; that with theſe Love-Stories he may charm 
your Heart, and allure you to follow him chearfully 
through Baca's Valley: And he affures you, that 
although you think it is a rough Way, yet he will 
make it appear to you to be a _—_ Way; for He, 
your divineConvoy, knows every Inch of the Ground. 
He will make your Feet like Hind's Feet. Behold! 
how he throws down Mountains before you, and 
makes the dreary Waſte like pleaſant Lawns; a 
thouſand times more delightful than you can ima- 

| dme the fawning Poet's fertile Fields, and Elizium 

hades does he make the Way to Glory appear to 
ou, becauſe he ſpreads Triumphs in your Way, 
and has chalked it out ſo plain, in Lines of Blood, 
that really I ſee nothing elſe you can have to do, 
ut cry Grace! Grace! as you go along. Creature- 
F rowns may ſometimes tempeſtuate the Spirit, and 

cauſe you to ſay, I do well to be angry. But a- 

gain, when you hear him ſaying, Come my Be- 

oved, come away; Glory and Grace is more 

ZFaluable than Gold; Grace for thy preſent Portion 

s the Gift of my peculiar Favour : Gold only that 

bf my common Providence. What would'ft thou 

vo with glittering Duſt, 8 I taught thee daily 
| 7 


131 


to make thine own Hands thy Executors, and thine | 
own Eyes thy Overſeers. And feeling him thus 
drawing, with this his pleaſing ſilken ſcarlet Line, 
you can then fay, I gladly follow, Lord, and bleſs 
thee. I ſee I can't have Things managed for me 
better than beſt of all. : 
For my own Part, of late, I can find but very 
little Satisfaction in Creature-Objects, the moſt 
beloved or delighted in, or any Creature-Comforts. } 
My Soul has been helped up into the Top of my 
Watch-Tower, and I am thereby ſo buſy upon a 
ſharp Look-out for our Lord. I think we Proteſiors b 
ſhall hardly ſleep much longer in a whole Skin, and 
lie down and batten at Eaſe in Zion, as heretofore. } 
Let us therefore that have Wives, Huſbands, Chil- 
dren, Parents, and Friends, be as though we had | 
none; and let thoſe that buy, and build, and plant 
be as though they poſſeſſed not: For the Lord has 
a Controverſy with the whole Land, for the Breach | 
of its former ſolemn League and Covenant with God, 
and for itsrevolting again to ĩdolatrous Worſhip. Sure- | 
ly, ſays he, I will not forget any of their Works. And 
with Profeſſors for their Lukewarmneſs; and above all, 
for that curſed Sin of Idolatry, the Sin of Covetouſ- 
neſs : For bchold | the Babyloniſh Golden Wedge 
is found again; not in one of the Tents of the | 
royal Tribe of Judah only, but in that of Ephraim 
alſo : Therefore I'll ſmite him for it, ſaith the Lord, 
becauſe he is my pleaſant Child, my Firſt-born a- 
mong the Remnant that is ſaved by Grace. I'II 
go out of my royal Manſion-houſe for three Years | 
and a Half, and not return *till the End of that 
Time: And. I'll leave my People without open 
| Vilion for that Time, and without my public 
 - Preſence, and let them ſee how they like Board- 
, J wages, 
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f ſet them on Fire round about, and fhall ca 


[4] 
wages, ſince they have coveted ſuch an evil Cove- 


touſneſs to themſelves: For my Decree is/one 
Thing and their Sin is another. An Enemy ſhall 


their 
Silver in the Streets, and their Gold ſhall be re- 
moved: Neither their Silver nor their Gold ſhall be 
able to deliver them in the Day of the Wrath of 
the Lord, becauſe it is the Stumbling-block of their 
Iniquity, Ezek. vii. 19. Some poor Hearts, fond 
of their preſent Situation, are ready to fay in anſwer 
to this, But if good Men pray, is not God ready 
to anſwer, Sc. Yes verily, and graciouſly too, 
provided we pray agreeable to his Will. Well then, 
we pray that the Lord will help our Fleets. and 
Armies to fight the Lord's Battles for us; and theſe 
Things we pray for earneſtly. Anſ. I never 
find in the Word, that any Battles are called the 
Lord's Battles, but when God and his People are 
at the Head of them, in God's Cauſe, nor of any 
Armies being called God's Armies, but when God 
and Chrift, the great Angel of his Preſence lead the 
Van, and God's People follow by Faith, and the 
miniſtring Angels are on the right and left Wing, 
and come up gloriouſly in the Rear, and then they 
are ſaid to fight from Heaven, Judges v. 20. Other- 


wiſe, the Language of the Scriptures is, Ming of 


Armies did flee apace, Pſal. Ixviii. 14. Zedekiah and 
all his Army was - ſcattered from him, Fer. lii. 8. 
Had all the combined Armies upon Earth, Power 
at any Time to ſcatter God's Army? — I believe 
not. And yet ſome good Men tell us that the 
Wicked ſhall be made a Defence to the Righteous 
when combined together in Armies. Or, in other 
Words, They ſhall be made a Hedge of Defence 
to the Righteous, Ay, if there are ten Men found, 
| C 2 equi- 
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equivalent to the Number of the Wicked there, 
whoſe righteous Spirits are vexed from Day to Day 
with their Abominations, peradventure the Lord 
= for their Sakes appear. But if it is not ſo, 
and the Lord God of Armies has forſaken the Camp, 
and is in Anger gone up from thence : If this Hedge 
was as formidable as a Hedge of Thorns and Bram- 
bles, Fire ſhall come forth out of the Brambles to 
devour the very Cedars of Lebanon that would fool- 
iſhly expect Deliverance by the Shadow of Bram- 
bles, Judges ix. 15. Moreover, the Lord hath ſaid, 
Who would ſet the Briers and Thorns againſt me 
in Battle, I would go through them, I would burn 
them together. But here ſome may object and ſay, 
did oy Ged make uſe of Cyrus, and gird him to 
do his People Service? I anſwer, God firſt uſed 
Nebuchadnezzar as a Scullion to ſcour his Golden 
Candleſticks, and gave him Scullion's top Wages 
for his Service, even all thoſe vaſt earthly Domi- 
nions : And when after ſeventy Years, the Church 
was prepared and brightned thereby, for his own 
Glory afreſh; He did then ſtir up Cyrus, a wiſe 
moraliz'd Prince, to let go his darling Captives, 
without Price or Reward. But let us conſider, 
there is a wide Difference between their fond Ex- 
pectation of Deliverance before they were tried, 
and their hoping for the predicted Deliverance after 
they had been tried, But again, others may ſay, 
Did not the Earth help the Woman? Rev. xil. 16. 
I anſwer, There is a wide Difference alſo between 
the Earth helping the Woman (the Church) in the 
Time of a Blood-red Perſecution, and that of a 
Nation ripe for Ruin, and a Church-ſtate for Pur- 
gation. e there is alſo a wide Difference 
in the Simile: The Earth is uſeful to bring ok 
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Food for Man and Beaſt, and is continually load- 


ing us with God's Bounties, and will once more 
be refined from Sin and Droſs. But as for a Hedge 


made up of wicked Men, comparable to Thorns 


and Briers, after a ſhort Standing they will be con- 
ſigned over to Curſing, and are, even now, near 
unto Burning, Heb. vi. 8. | 
Again, TheEarth, in helping the Woman, ſhews 
us, that the Nations are then ſoft and pliable, by 
the Power of reſtraining Grace, and God, as the 
God of Nature, is cauſing them to enjoy peaceably 
(in a Meaſure) the Portion of Goods he has given 
them, and are like unto a fertile Field : But the 
Sons of Belial ſhall be all of them as "Thorns thruſt 
away by that Glory-Man that is fenced with Iron 
and the Staff of a Spear, 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. And be 
like the Heath in the Wilderneſs, Jer. xlviii. 6. 
But what ſhall I ſay more to theſe Things, I am 
grieved when I am obliged to make a Recitation of 
ſuch groundleſs Arguments flowing from the Lips 
of Zion's drowſy Children: I could not but take up 
a Lamentation for them on the laſt Faſting-Day, 
from Lam. ii. 14: And J have often ſince that Day, 
as well as before, heard the Words ſound mourn- 
fully in the Ears of my Soul. Thy Prophets have 
feen vain and fooliſh Things for thee, and they have not 
diſcovered thine Iniquity (unto thee) to turn away thy 
Captroity ; but have ſeen for thee falſe Burdens, and 
Cauſes of Bamſhment. From which, and many o- 
ther ſuch-like Words, methinks I ſee and feel our. 
Captivity and Baniſhment, c. is nearer than 
Thouſands of Profeſſors are aware of, for our I- 
dolatry in Worſhip, and our National flagitious 
Crimes, together, which is worſe, with the Back- 
ſlidings of Profeſſors, will make it appear, that we 
have 


71 


have erred, and done worſe than the Heathen 
that are round about us. Thus did Fudah and 
Ferafalem, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 9. $0 that, notwith- 
ſtanding Manaſſch's — and Prayer, and 
the riſing up of his godly Grandſon, Jaſſab, who 
all his Reign, loved and honoured God and Reli- 
£100, the Lord was refolved to viſit for the 
ins of Mangſſob which were ſtill found faſhio- 
nable among them: Huldab the Propheteſs bore 
her Teſtimony to this Truth, 2 Chron. xxxiii, 
24, 25. And Jeremy the Prophet at that good 
King's Death, began to ſee the Opening of the 
Decree againſt that People; for his Death ſeems 
to be the firſt Token, and from that Time he not 
only took up his Lamentations, 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. 
But afterwards confirmed and aſſerted the Things 
(which Huldah the Propheteſs had faid) by his 
own Prophecy. And through hve King's Reigns 
ke ſtill continued, for above the Space of Thirty 
Years, to aſſure them the Decree was gone forth 
againſt them, and that he was forbidden to pray 
tor them, towards the latter End of his Prophecy, 
Fer. xiv. 11. For the Lord was reſolved to caſt 
them out of his Sight and to remove them, Chap, 
XV. 1, 4. Becaufe they had changed his Judgments 


Countries round about them, and had multiplied 


they done altogether as finfully as other Nations, 
could they have faid their fore V i{tation was unjuſt: 


tages we have enjoyed, more than the Nations 
round us, that we have not exceeded? I cannot, 
J dare not. To what Thing fhall I liken this 
_ „ Nation, 


into Wickedneſs, more than the Nations and 


their Sins more than nh Exek. v. 6. 7. Had 


But they had erred and done worſe than others, | 
And can I fay, conſidering the Light and Advan- 
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Nation, and its idolatrous Worſhip? How is it 
one backward from the Reformation? To what 
City, Nation, Tongue, or People ſhall I compare 
its Crimes? O! Daughter of Britannia, what ſhall 
I equal to thee? And what ſhall I fay when the 
Lord covers Zion with a Cloud in the Day of his 
Diſpleaſure, and ſuffers her Children, comparable to 
find Gold, to wander, and to be found at the Head of 
every Street? But altho' ſo many precious Souls in 
London, and elſewhere, have gone back to partake 
of the inchanting and intoxicating Cup of Idolatry, 
I ſtill hope and wait for their Recovery from their 
Fall, and ſcandalous Backſliding, and that they 
will be enabled to fee that as they have been building 
again the Things they had deſtroyed, and were 
commanded to deftroy, they make themſelves 
Tranſgreſſors. How dare they' in the Preſence of 
God, holy Angels, and holy Men, make themſelves 
Truce-breakers? Who can touch, taſte, or han- 
dle ſuch Babyl-m;þb Bitumen, and Pitch, and the 
Hands of his Soul not be defiled? For all theſe 
Things, God's Threatnings are as certain as his 
Promiſes. The Axe is elevated and it muſt fall 
upon the Neck of the Criminal. But, and is any 
one faithſul to open his Thoughts about the near 
approaching Day of Trouble, it ſhall immediately 
be ſtruck at, and, in a contemptuous Way be 
called Prophecying, by Profeſſors as well as Pro- 
fane ; as though the Word Prophecying, was not a 
Scripture Term. Let not ſuch Profeſſors from 


henceforth, blame others that ſcorn the Word, 


born again, &c. The- Apoſtle Paul faith, Deſpiſe 
nt Prophecying, (i. e.) opening the Word in one 
Senſe, or opening the Sayings of other Prophets, 
and ſuch-like Things, &c. No doubt but theſe 


Deſpiſers that wonder thus, allow Liberty of Con- 
a ſcienee 
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ſcience notwithſtanding : If ſo, let them not be 
diſpleaſed when any one tells them that they alſo 
prophecy, when they ſcornfully ſpeak againſt theſe 

hings. Did not Hanamah prophecy as well as 


they, Jer, xxviii. 2. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of © 
Hojts, the God of Iſrael, ſaying, I have broken the | 


Tote of the King of Babylon, &c! If any one had 
given him a Slap in the Face, as Paſbur did Fere- 
miah for his prophecying to the Contrary : I don't 
ſuppoſe the Term, Nes, would have done 
to have ſet forth ſuch an Offence in Colours ſtrong 
enough: No, it muſt have been looked upon as 


tf. Treaſon. But what became of this dreaming, ſu- 


pine, deluſive Prophecy? Why, the Prophet Je- 
remy told him he Thould die that Year, and God 
accordingly bore with his Folly but about ſeven 
Months longer, and then he died, becauſe he, by 
his carnal Heart-eaſe Prophecy, had taught Re- 
bellion, High Treaſon againſt the Lorp, the King 
of Kings, only that he might ain Favour in the 
Eyes of a poor Clay Idol, King Zedekiah, Jer. 
xxviii. 16. Therefore, as it was once ſaid of 
Balylan, ſo now of us, For, for our Tranſgreſſions 
of every Kind, the Lord will make us the Tail and not 
the Head. CE 
A Sword is upon the Liars and they ſhall dote, Jer. 
I. 36. 1 
| 10 Sword is upon the Earthly-minded ones, 
who have made Gold their Confidence and Re- 
fuge of Lies. And they ſhall dote, and dream 
that none Evil ſhall come upon them till it does 
come ſuddenly, like the Swelling out in a high 
Wall ready to burſt, whoſe Breaking .comes at 
an Inſtant, | | 
A Sword is upon Swearers and Sabbath-breakers, 
and they fall dote, as the hardned Egyptians 
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did, till the Lord ſlew their Firſt-born, and caufed 


evil Angels at Midnight to haunt their Chambers. 
A Sword is upon Oppreſlors, for they have ſold. 
the Needy for Silver, and the Poor and Hungry for 


a pair of Shoes. 


A Fire is in the Houſes of Whoremongers, and | 


unclean Perſons, of which, if they repent not - 
ly, it ſhall devour them and their curſed to- 
ther. | 

1 Tremendous Storms and hot Thunder-bolts of 
God's Vengeance, his flaming Sword to devour 
Fleſh, and Arrows taken out of the Quiver of the 
Lord God of Hoſts to be made drunk with Blood, 
are all coming thick as Hail againſt the 'Thouſands 
of idolatrous Worſhippers, that worſhip without 
Faith in the Blood of the Covenant, and the 
Songs of their Temple-worſhip ſhall be turned 
into Howling. | | 

Woe be to the Idol-Shepherds 
mination, that have done the Work of the Lord 
deceitfully. 

Woe be unto them that have truſted in an Arm 
of Fleſh, and have expected Deliverance by it, 
either at Home, or from Abroad: For the Lord 
will break every Arm of Fleſh that has been fo 
truſted in: Surely the People are mad upon their 
Idols! For the Greatneſs of theſe thine Iniquities 


are thy Skirts diſcovered and thy Heels made 


bare. 


Thus ſaiththe Lord Cod, an Evil, an only Evil, bebold, | 


rs come. An End is come, the End is come, it watcheth 
for thee : Behold ! it is come. The Day of Troubli is 
near, the Time is come, "- Vit. 5, 6, 7. 
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of every Deno- 


But 


(a ] 
But let thoſe that wait for God's Salvation, 


ſtill truſt and not be afraid, for the Lord is good, 
a ſtrong Hold in the Day xo Trouble, and he knows all 
a 


them that truſt in him, Nahum i. 7. Verily it ſhall 
be well with the Remnant that wait for him: Verily 
He ' will cauſe the Enemy to entreat them well in the 
Time of Evil, &c. Jer. xv. 11. See, therefore, ſays 
our dear Lord, that ye be not troubled, though all 
. preſent Sorrows are but the Beginning of 
orrows; for although a Night, a thick and black 
Night is coming upon the Churches, it will be 
the ſhorteſt Night the Church ever lay down in 
Sorrow in; and an ineffable Morning of Evan- 
gelical Light, which God hath ſown for the 
Righteous, ſhall riſe and ſpring up after it. A 
Morning without Clouds, like the clear Shining 
of the Sun after Rain. 

My dear Voke- fellow enjoys but a very poor 
State of Health, ſhe joins with me in ſincere Love 
to yourſelf and Spouſe: May you both enjoy the 
Preſence of a Covenant-keeping God: And may 
your Children be bleſſed, is our Deſire and Prayer: 
May we be always enabled to keep a Remembrance 
of each other when neareſt the divine Throne con- 


tinually, 
Madam, 
Yours in our own ſweet REDEEMER, 


Northampton, 


Mirc h 21, = 77 T. 


1758. 
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Church viſible. doſes and Paul had a more enlar- 


firdhhire, 7 


POSTSCRIPT. 


UR humble Service to your honoured Father, 
and to the Dr. and his Spouſe, and Love to 
all his little Folks, and to your dear Siſter, and to | 


| { 
| 
* 


all the dear Friends of the Bridegroom with you: 
My Children that are with us give their dutiful Re- 
2 to you and to your Spouſe, and Love to your 

hildren. And no doubt, but, if my Son Eben. | 
Phroditus was at home, he would have ſent his very 
humble Service to Maſter Ebenezer. But to our un- | 
ſpeakable Comfort and Satisfection, Divine Provi- 
dence has opened a Way, and we have placed him 


oy 


out Apprentice to a very worthy Gentleman, an A- 
pothecary in Landen, and in a very religious Family. 
O that you may, on that Account, be helped to 
help us to be very thankſul. e 
I hope, it will not be long before our elder Siſ- | 
ter, the Jets, will be enabled to bethink themſelves 
about returning. We are in a poor lukewarm Si- 
tuation of Soul, or elſe we ſhould be more concern- 
ed for their Good, and our dear Lord's Glory, than iþ 
to ſtand ſhivering at the Sight of three days and a 
half's Trouble, which of Neceſſity muſt be waded 
or ſwam through, before they and we are one 


ged Spirit, Exod. xxxii. 32. Rom. ix. 3. 1 
PII cloſe this Poſtſcript with Herbert's Prayer for | 
the Jeius, and a Copy of Verſes, written by a plain 


and faithful Chriftian, concerning the State of the 
Nation ; who is now living at H/edneſbury in Staf- | 


D 2 | Herbert's | 


4 


[ 13] 


E. erbert 8 Prayer r. 


* 
OOR Nation, whoſe ſweet Sap and 77 
Our Cyens have purloin'd, and left 
| Whoſe Streams we got by the Apoſtle's Nase“ luce, 
And uſe in Baptiſm while ye pine and die: 
Who * not keeping once became a Debtor; 
1 And now by . looſe the Letter. 


by 


W O that my Prayers ! mine alas ! 

O that ſome Angel might a Trumpet ſound ; 

At which the Church, falling upon her Face, 
Should cry fo loud, until the rump were drown'd; 
And, by that Cry, ſhould of her Lord obtain, 
That your ſect Sap might come again. 


tion in the Year 1746. 


J. 
HEN Sodom had fill'd up it's Sin, 
God's Judgments then would not be ſtaid 3 
But like a ruſhing Flood came in, 
| Tho Abram doth ſtand wh to plead. 


Tho' Alram doth to God draw near, 
To his own God that reigns on high 3 
For Sodom offers fervent Pray'r, - 


But Sderr's Sins do him out- cry. 


III. vet 


A Sight of rhe State of the Ma- 


141 
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Yet Abram did not pray in vain, 
His Pray'r of Faith was not forgot, 
Favour of God he did obtain 

For two Daughters and good old Let. 


What Sin did in Seam abound, - 
Or in Gomorrah in it's Day, 
That is not now in Britain found? 
But few, like Abram, = to pray. 


Britain may fear becauſe of Sin, 
It's Zeal for pure Religion loſt : 
A Flood of Error is come in; 
It may well fear being 7 wafte, 
: . V 1 - 
Behold God's Judgments uſher'd ing 
Behold he calls a foreign Hoſt ; 
Since Arian and Arminianiſm 
Hath overſpread our Britiſh Coaſts, 
tb | 
Britain refus'd to be reform'd, * 
When God did ſend Reformers“ forth, _— 
They perſecuted them and ſcorn'd, | | 
Blind Britain did not know their Worth. | 
: VIII. | 
How oft have poor aMifted Saints, 4 
When perſecuted and diſtreſs'd, ; | 
o Britain's Great-ones made Complaint, is 
out they would not their Caſe redreſs t ; | 
IX. 
ind will not God viſit for this, | 
Since they his People helped not? E [i 
[Foe | 
(i. e.) The judicious Methodiſts. = _ 
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For God the Saint's Revenger is, 
Their Perſecution's not forgot. 

X. | 
Britain, thy Sins have reach'd to Heav'n, 
His wond'rous Patience they provoke ; 
He's ſhaking NOW his awful Rod, 
And thou ere long muſt 1 the Stroke. 


If the Saint's God, the great I AM, Exel. xiv 

_ Hath Britain's Ruin then decreed, 12, to the 

He will go on tho' Abrabam, End of the 
Daniel, and Job, ſtand u pip plead Chapter. 


In Britain's found ſome choſen Saints, 
That cry to God with pious Zeal, 
Confeſs it's Sins with ſad Complaints, 
But fear that Mercy will not heal. 
XIII. "ay 
Some Saints (I ſay) do mourn and cry, 
And ftrive God's Truths for to maintain, 
And he'll mark thoſe who groan and ſigh, 
Nor Groans nor Sighs ſhall be in vain. 
XIV. 
God he hath ſecret Chambers yet, | 
Pavillions where his Saints he'll hide; 
Not one of them will he forget, 
That doth in him alone confide. 


TS 
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e Cuſe of the firſt Part of Dr. 
Watts's Paraphraſe of the 66th 
Pſalm. 


I. 

Bleſs our God, and never ceaſe; ; 
Ye Saints, fulfil his Praiſe : ; 
He keeps our Life, maintains our Peace, ; | 
i 

' 


And guides our Op Ways. 


Lord, thou haſt prov'd our ſuff'ring Souls, 
To make our Graces ſhine; 

So Silver bears the burning Coals, 
The Metal to 

Thro' wat'ry Deeps and fi'ry Ways . 
We march at thy Command, | 

Led to poſſeſs the promis'd Place | 
By thy unerring Hand, 
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